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WISE, rt religious ExGLISHMen ! 
ye, who have ever been distinguished, far 
above other nations, for the dignity of your 
character and the soundness of your judg- 
ment, stand forth, and look around you. 
Ponder, diligently, the principles which have 
ravaged Europe. Remember well, there can 
exist no solid pact of amity, no intercourse 
or interchange for good, between honesty 
and fraud, between faith and perjury, be- 
tween loyalty and regicide, between Chris- 
tianity and Atheism. All your united courage, 
and all your united sacrifices for the public 
weal, can alone avert from y our happy shores 
calamities greater, if possible, than those 
herein briefly narrated. 


Compute, if ye c can, the wrongs and mi- 
series of a people, suddenly despoiled of all 
their accumulated fruits of constant oeconomy 
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and patient, persevering t6i1 4 plundered: 
pitilessly at once of security, of independence, 
of national honour, of social union; a people; 
all whose glory, with almost all the traces of 
their former renown, has been ingulphed in 
an enormous and headlong torrent of heart- 
burnings, denunciations, robberies, and le- 
gallzed murders, systematically perpetrated 

by brutal mock-assertors of Liberty, 22 ag 
lug and _ er of Mn. 1. 
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the sad catastrophe of various European 
states lies full before you, for Winne and 


for instruction. The eminence of your 
situation gives you a commanding prospect 


of your duty. The road which leads to 


honourable safety 1 is open to your view. Ve 
cannot now lose it by mistake, and ye have 
| surely no temptation to depart from it by 


design.“ Listen, O listen, to the cries, the 


groans of millions! Hark with what agony of 


soul they bewail the want of foresight and 
mutual confidence, that made them tem- 
porize with the missionaries of Revolt and 


1 Vit:: |. 

: Anarchy. Trust me, nothing, no, nothing 
can preserve you from similar horrors, unless 
ye unite in one general effort of the pyxest 
patriotism, one general application of allyour 
vast means of defence. Whilst for you the 
dauntless seaman dares the hardships of 
uncertain elements, do ye most readily and 


largely contribute towards his comfortable 


support: whilst for you foreign and do- 
mestic warriors eagerly expose themselyes 
to peril, to deeds of blood, to wounds and 
death, do ye generously extend the hands of 
gratitude, replete with every necessary aid. 
Pay instantly, with. cheerful alacrity, every 
tribute and every custom. Do ye, whom 
Heaven hath blessed with affluence, , give 
| voluntarily more than is required. . Be all 
your contributions Spontaneous , offerings 
from the heart to your matchless country; ; 

be all your exertions Strenugusly directed 
for her RIO 3125 1511 
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Ces ſhe ie call of gi n 0 
throughout the palaces of the great; let it 
be heard too in the lowliest cottage. All 
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are alike threatened with the loss of that 
characteristic integrity which hath hitherto 
gloriously distinguished us: all are threat- 
ened with the loss of our personal properties, 
of our lands and estates, of our laws, of our 
civilization, of our freedom, and of that most 
precious patrimony and dearest birth-right, 

Religion. O let the preservation of such 
invaluable blessings inflame to enthusiasm 


the valour of our troops and mariners! O 


let it arouse us all, of every rank and station, 
to unconditional sacrifices for our country's 
welfare! So shall the abundance of our pe- 
cuniary supplies, and the energies of our 
troops, evince to an admiring universe, what 
prodigies a truly virtuous and enlightened 
nation can achieve, that combats for its liber- 
ties, for its constitution, and for its Gop. 


CHELSEA, June 24, 1799. 
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F RO M Jura * to the foot of the Alps, all Swit- 
zerland submitted to the revolutionary Gallic 
yoke. The inhabitants. of the eastern un- 
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NY i} CAJOOT? 
* Tue chain of W called the Jura, — in 1 anton 


of Zurich, thence extends along the Rhine, into the canton and Bi. 
-Shopric of Basle; stretches into the canton of Soleure and the P 
cipality of Noche branches out towards the Pays de vaud; ; 8e 
parates that country from Franche Comte and Burgundy; and con- 
tinues beyond the frontiers of the Genevois, as far as the Rhone. 
For a full and able account of these mountains we refer the reader 
to Mr. Coxe's XXVIIth Letter. At the close he says: The most 
perfect ease and plenty reigns throughout these mountains, and 1 
scarcely saw one object of poverty during our expedition: the na- 
tural effects of industry under a mild and equitable government.” — 
How is the scene now altered! A careful perusal of the elegant 
work here alluded to, which exhibits so true and sweet a picture of 
Swiss felicity, would excite more unqualified indignation against 
French principles than all the thundering invectives of à Burke, or 
the delirious babble of their besotted partizans. 
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tains alone, whose heights command the adja- | 
cent country, still bravely maintained a rem 


nant of independence, and stood forth for na- 
tional honour. The French, backed by an in- 


famous set of men, whom they had moulded to 


their views, soon summon them to bow before 


their hideous idol, and to truck ancient freedom 


for anarchy and conſusion. These honest, high- 
minded heroes instantly resolve to trust every 


thing to the fortune of war rather than obey, 
though ruin should be the consequence. 


on the 24th of April, therefore, the contin. 


gents of Schwitz, * Uri, Unterwalden, Glaris, 
and Zug, take the field. They attack the French 
troops near Rappershweil and Lentzbourg, and 


defeat them; but, inconsideritely rushing on 
too far in the ardour of pursuit, they are charg- 
ed by the enemy's cavalry on the plain, and ex- 
perience a severe check. F 

The French ns who here 
also as elsewhere had expected to conquer with. 
out a blow, astonished at this resistance, betakes 
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This canton gave its name to Switzerland, as having particu- 


larly distinguished itself in the revolution of 1308. | 


1 
himself to the wiles of his employers, and aims 
at disuniting his adversaries.“ His first at- 
tempts prove fruitless; but after treacherously 
surprizing the town of Zug, and thereby secur- 
ing its dependencies, he at length succeeds in 
detaching Glaris from the other Allies by means 
of a specious capitulation. 


Thus there only remained three ancient can- 
tons for him to subdue. They, however, grown 
wiser from their late mishap, avoid a repetition 
of the fault that occasioned it, and content 
themselves with drawing the French into nar- 
row defiles, where, & heeling- upon them with 
resistless fury, they mow down more chan two 
tonne of their foes, 


Schawenboujg, drekding the result of a ca- 
tastrophe that thus blighted the flower of his 
army; an army which, almost without firing a 
shot hitherto, had seized upon nine-tenths of 
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* In nme the well-known precept, Divide et impera. 


-ne quid inausum 
Aut intentatum scelerisve dolive ee 
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the Helvetic territory hastily proposes a peace; 
| and these gallant warriors readily accept his 


4 offer, thinking themselves ensured against sub- 
|: sequent vexation, by terms which seem very 
| slightly to * the integrity of their constitu- 
i tion. * 


They ground their arms then, after the sign- 
ing of a treaty, in which the five following con- 
| ditions are strictly specified: 


82 FOES — Sth * — * 
=o mk. SIO rer. * 
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I. The unreserved exercise of their religion. 


— — _ 
n hgh 


II. The full security of their persons. 


N III. Perpetual exemption from contribu— 
| tions, 


IV. The retention of their arms. 


V. An assurance that neither French nor 
Swiss forces should enter the districts belong- 
ing to these three cantons. 


* 
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i The treaty was signed at Einatdien,”« or Notre Dame des Her- 
mites, an N in the canton of Schwitz. 
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Teneting to this engagement, the: republican 
cantons send deputies to the Assembly at Arau, 
conformably to the new constitution. The 

presence of these upright men was observed to 
give some semblauce of consistency to that he- 
terogeneous mass, the greater part whereof, till 
then, was composed of the refuse and dregs of 
all Switzerland; * they even compelled the dis- 
organizing + Tribunal to palliate its most ini- 
quitous decrees by definitive restrictions. 


Tranquillity now appeared restored, at the 
expence of the happiness of eleven hundred 
thousand souls, basely bartered away by trai- 

tors, and as basely surrendered by the cowar- 
dice or the vente of administration. 


"The. 3 „ of the army-chiefs, 
both civil and military, together with the tole- 
rated pillage of the soldiery, sealed up, as it 
were hermetically, the spirit of this vanquished 


Nevertheless, some of its members, we are convinced, meant 
well; but they could not carry their point. 
+ Deésorganisate ur. No such word existed in any European lan- 
guage till within these very few years. Magnus ab integ ro seclorum 
nascitur ordo! say the French revolutionists.—Unheard of crimes 
demand nnheard of designations : Atque, ut Cicera ait, ettam que 
| trimò dura wisa cunt, usu molliuntur. QUINTIL. 
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nation : its most gallant defenders yielded to 


their new tyrants in silent despair, though the 
rude peasantry of almost every district mad- 
dened to regain their liberty. | 


Switzerland being thus laid waste, its consti- 
tutional mounds inundated or swept away, and 
the republican cantons presenting little or no 
chance for further ravages, sagacious observ- 
ers imagined the torrent of revolution, having 


spent its fury, was about to ebb; and secretly, 


perhaps, felicitated themselves at so cheaply. 
avoiding a deluge, that the vain inter position 
of stronger dikes might have accumulated. 


But the ravenous monster's cravings were 


far from satiated. As long as a paternal admi- 
nistration of government over loyal and con- 


tented suhjects exists in glorious contrast with 
the Sway of his iron rod and blood-stained ti. 
ara, so long will he practise all the perfidy of 
fraud, and all the horrors of vindictive . 
to extend his gloomy reign. 


The downfal of aristocracy, and the annihi. 
lation of public happiness in Switzerland, were 
but needful preludes towards rendering the 
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whole nation one of the most mischievous im- 
plements of the destroying system. Compelled 
by. want, and the agency of superior force, to 

adopt new modes of livelihood, the bold popu- 
lace were destined to guard their very oppres- 
sors, and, at the same time, to overawe those who 
yet cherished the sparks of expiring patriotism.* 


It was necessary, however, to cheat even the 
blinking short-sightedness of the pretended 
Swiss representatives, with respect to the addi. 
tional links their instrumentality was to rivet 
on their wretched fellow-countrymen. For, 
degraded as these poor drudges of Gallic usur- 
pation must feel themselves, still it is the Di- 
rectory's interest to facilitate oppression, by 
dressing' their satellites © in a little brief au- 
thority,” t and, at least, veiling their procedures 
with the formalities of justice. 


The better to gain their ends, without openly. 
infringing the sacred and acknowledged rights 


_ 
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* See Note I. at the end of the work. 
+ Shakspere—Measure for Measure. 
3 For a sample of servility see Note II. 
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dk cantons to which all the rest locked up, the 
{1 French Directory gave the name of av oFFEN- 
SIVE AND DEFENSIVE ALLIANCE to a treaty, where- 
by, renouncing their former neutrality, the 
i Swiss are to devote the remnant of their lives 
and fortunes to wars inseparable from the Gal- 
lic system ; wars which will then only cease, 
when revolution shall have put” its stupendayis : 
© girdle round about the earth, * or when (as 
js far more probable) it shall fall, exhausted by 
its own excesses, and involve all its perpetra- 
tors in a feartully aggravated retribution. This | 
treaty of alliance, in which an unconcerned 
spectator sees, at first glance, a pact whereby 
the stronger party forces the weak to avow its 
vassalage ; this scan dalous treaty, planned, no 
doubt, by the French Directory, or their crea - 
tures, and worded so as to gull the vanity of 
political dabblers, seemingly initiated in the 
mysteries of the despoiling pentarchs; this 
treaty, I say, deceived several, with regard to 
the vile office they were undertaking, by throw- 
ing over the measure a cer tain false glitter of 
ideal patriotism. : 
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"0 Shakspere—Midsummer Night's Dream: 


en 

Be that as it may, the proposal of this injuri- 

ous alliance tore away the veil meant to hide it 

from men's notice, * till one general compre- 

hensive oath should have bound all the compo- 

nent parts of the republic in an agreement to 

the concessions of their cowardly representa- 
tives. 


This oath, —in which tie name of God was 
suppressed, undoubtedly because that of THE 
SUPREME BEING seemed more reconcileable with 
the abolition of religion, intended to take place 
in Switzerland, as it has already been effected 
in France this oath was strikingly particular: 
it was not promulgated throughout the repub- 
lic on one and the same day, as is customary in 
great revolutionary changes, but was to take 
place in each canton progressively, beginning 
with those most partial to the revolution, and 


so on in a guarded series. Does not this singu. 


larity authorize strong conjectures relative to 
the causes of this prudential ceremony? 


| Om the 29th of July, the Directory of Arau 
decreed the civic oath should be administered 
to all the inhabitants of Helvetia; namely, 
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* See Note III. 
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In the cantons of Leman, Argowie, Basle, 
and Schaff hausen; from the 5th to the 12th 
August : 


In ns cantons of Berne, Gels Fribourg, 
and aich: from the 12th to the 19th : 


In the cantons of a Oberland, Lu- 
cerne, Valais, and Baden; from the 19th to the 
26th: 


In the three inferior cantons of Sentis, Lintz, 
and Waldstetten; in Bellinzona and Lugano; 
from the 26th August to the 2d September. 


On the 9th of August, the Directory invited 
the Legislative Body to take the speediest mea- 
sures for organizing the armed force, duly 
considering the republic's position within and 
without. Now, since no foreign power threat - 
ened to disturb the new Helvetic government, 
what could be the urgent necessity for this pre- 
caution ? It was the alliance secretly concluded 
with the French Directory, who could no longer 
curb their impatience to riot in the sweets of 
conquest * | Ot HAI 


* 
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e * See Note I, already quoted, | 


13 
At this crisis, a camp of between ten and 
twelve thousand men was collected near 
Berne, the proximity of an army from forty 
to fifty thousand strong was announced in the 
bishopric of Basle; whilst the troops quartered 
between Zurich and Huninguen were put in 
motion, and kept constantly marching and 
countermarching towards Thurgau, in order to 
cover their number and real designs; leaving 
room, however, to foresee the intention of soon 
invading Glaris, whose marked capitulation 
corroborated this suspicion. Schawen bourg 
likewise appeared ripening his schemes against 
Schwitz. All this was done to check the well- 
known rising progress of discontent, to ensure 
the readier taking of the oath, and to prevent 
| tumult. ; 


It was soon learnt throughout Switzerland, 
that the treaty of alliance with France had been 
communicated- by the DireRory of Arau to the 


- councils, and that the latter accepted: it with 


acclamations. . 


We shall only notice two articles of this 

treaty, which indeed sets off with promising 

5 the Jriendspip and Protection of the * to the 
"WS 
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| Helvetic ropublic but then the latter is bound 
by her imperious ally to consider as ber own per- 
Sonal enemies those whom France Spal denominate 
Such, and to march against them; without so much 
as hinting at the nature, extent, or conditions 
of the aid required; merely stating, that tbe 
troops of the nation applied to shall receive pay from 
the nation calling them out, | 


Consequently, France may demand subsidi- 
ary Swiss armies against all the continental 
powers, those beyond sea being solely except- 
ed by the treaty; nay, she may demand, as 
Shall be agreed upon at the time, an unlimited num- 
ber of men, with accoutrements of course, 


The French Directory, moreover, bound the 

Helvetic government to take at least fwo hun- 
dred and fifty thousand quintals of salt from the 
pits of France, annually, at fourteen livres ten 
Sous * per quintal, instead of the seven livres ten 
sous + it cost at Bavaria; a pre- existent contract 
with which last country must thus be broken. 


* # About thirteen shillings English. 
+ About six shillings and eight pence. 
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As for the commercial treaty, which might 


have held out some chance of indemnification, 


that is put off to a more convenient season; there- 
by leaving the parts of Switzerland immedi- 

ately concerned in doubt whether French wines 
are to be set in competition with those of their 
own growth a contest that would completely 
ruin their proprietors; and whether France shall 
in future supply Switzerland with corn, which 
before was imported from Swabia, and often at 
a very great expence.“ 


This disastrous compact, were it even classed 
among ordinary treaties, was, from its nature, 


one of the weightiest political instruments that 
could possibly be presented to the rulers of any 


country; yet it seems the bare communication 
thereof by the Directory of Arau to the councils 


was deemed a full and sufficient cause why the. 


latter should accept it, at the very first sitting, 
on the very first day, with rapturous acclama- 
tions What! can councils, whose spokesmen 

blush not at nauseating the public prints with 


their dull altercations on the most trivial and 


_ a. Ls ets, At OI * — 7” 


* See Note IV. 
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improper topics; can they here do no more 
than yell forth their brutal joy at an act that 
may rivet their country's chains for ever? But 
peradventure these sage constitution- mongers 
wished to shew that they could scan their own 
talents well; that their narrow intelle&s and 
pert loquacity admirably empowered them to 
adjust the quotas of pension proper for them- 
selves and their dependants, and to swell the 
enormous sum- total to twelve millions Tournois, 
Here their wits left them in the lurch, and all 

was—buzz.** They never anticipated the griev- 
ous burdens which must ensue in a country al- 
ways poor by nature, now distrest; whose for- 
mer administration cost four millions per annum 
at most; of which the greater part came from 
a treasury that has recently been emptied by 
dilapidators. How will it fare then, when this 
same country, once so free from taxes, shall be 
called upon (after having been stript of its old 
resources) to provide for the indefinite charges 
of foreign warfare, from which it had kept clear 
during three whole centuries ? t 


But astonishin gindeedis the assurance where. 
with the Directory of Arau hastily — to 


Goldsmith She Stoops to Conguer, 
+ See Note V. 
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the approbation of their council-puppets a trea. 
ty that, under the happy rule of oligarchy,— 
even though far less important, and relating 
simply to the ratification, from time to time, of 
ancient alliances entered into with kings,— 
would have been long and carefully discussed 
each time, then regularly submitted to the de- 
legates of each canton, and lastly, solemnly 
corrected or approved by a * diet of the 
confederacy. 


How still more surprized and hurt must the 
ci. devant popular cantons have felt at seeing this 
very important subject thus lightly handled ! 
They, who by their former constitution, (whose 
prerogatives as yet they had not, or, at least, 
thought they had not, wholly renounced) pos- 
sessed the exclusive right of sanctioning in their 
general assemblies whatever materially con- 
cerned the good of their country. And, truly, 
to the impudence of this barefaced attack on 
their liberties must be assigned the invincible 

repugnance they manifested to taking an oath, 
which they moreover considered contrary to 
the respect that, in the purity of their souls, 

they entertained for religious principles; an 
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oath which, in their judgment, tended only to 
disgrace; and which, stripping them of all na- 
tional dignity, would render them legalized 


slaves to a foreign administration, the regicide 


usurper of its own soil, and already noted for 
barbarous and tyrannical conduct towards the 
oldest connections of the French monarchy. 


This plan of alliance, and the apprehended 
evils of its adoption, — not. foreign suggestions, a 
hackneyed charge with the race of Robe- 
Spierres,—gave rise to a ref usal it was the French 
Directory's interest to excite, as a cloak ſor the 


profound rascality of their crimes; in hopes 


that the firm rock of union would soon after- 
wards be sapped by the familiars of a most san- 
guinary inquisition; and that, this stubborn im- 
pediment being at length removed from the 
loftiest position in Europe, a free unbroken 
course would be left for fresh in undations from 


north to south. 


In fact, the reading of the order that enjoined 


the oath, excited a general ferment on the 18th 


of August in the three cantons "ol Schwitz, Uri, 
and Unterwalden. 


[9] 

At Schwitz, a body of 600 men demanded of 
the administration that the capitulation con- 
cluded with General Schawenbourg on the 3d 
of May should instantly be produced. The 
administration, being unable to find it, were 
forced to send deputies to Schawenbourg to ask 
for it, and, at the same time, to announce in 
the people's name, that they in no wise dreaded 
the threats of the French tbey might come on. 


The people, on that day, declared themselves 
determined to reje&t the oath, as contrary to 
religion and the capitulation : they called for 
the keys of the treasury and arsenal, and help. 
ed themselves to ammunition. 


A priest, who had sanctioned the taking of 
the oath, was likewise informed they would to- 
lerate no clergy who took it. 


At Uri, the people shewed the same disposi- 
tions as at Schwitz. 


At Unterwalden, the tumult was great in. 
deed. The people put the prefe&t and sub- 
prefect in prison, for having manifested their 
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attachment to the new constitution. On the 
next day, (the 19th) the Landsgemeinde, or ge- 


neral meeting, annulled the new government, 
and re- established the old. 


At Zug, symptoms of a similar spirit appear- 
ed, but were speedily quelled, as that place 
could not hoſd out, on account of its local situ- 
ation. On the other hand, the resistance of 
Upper Appenzel and Upper Rheinthal was 
more serious; and the prefect of Sentis, the 
head town of St. Gall, of which these distriéts 
constitute a part, sent the militia thither. This, 
we presume, was done to avoid bloodshed : it 
would be hard indeed for these unhappy Coun - 
tries, if the embers of their patriotism were 
made incentives to civil war, This expedition 
ended in the arrest of twenty-nine individuals, 
who were still confined in the dungeons of 
St. Gall when we received the original ac- 
chunt. It is to be hoped, notwithstanding 
the criminal directions given General Schaw- 
enbourg by the Directory of Aran, to appoint 
a military commission for the chastisement of 
self convicted rebels, that neither he nor the 
civil power will stain themselves with the mur- 
der of these affecting victims. PO 
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Two boroughs of the canton of — 
which had refused the oath, were immediately 
invested and taken possession of by the French 
troops. 

In the canton of Soleure, the same reluctance 
was as quickly overpowered. On the 24th of 
August, the Schwitz deputies sent to Schawen- 
bourg returned, bringing with them, in reply 
to their spirited message, a letter from the Ge- 
neral, couched in the mildest terms: he therein 
assured the people of Schwitz © he had a very 
great regard for them; he res pected them very 
particularly; he pledged his no Nou the five 
articles of the capitulation should be observed; 
he conjured them to take the oath, as it in no 


wise impugned the said capitulation, * &c. &c. 
Ec. Kc. | 


The magistrates placed great stress on 
Schawenbourg's promises and extreme goodna- 
ture; but they in vain urged the people to ad- 
mit the oath. After several sharp debates, 


however, it was settled that hey should content 
| 6 | 
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* « Quare sollicitum potius ævum Aucitis, 
am“ &c. Ke. '&c. &c. ä 
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themselves with defending the terrilories of the can- 
ton. This compromise, which was certainly 
owing, in a very great measure, to Schawen- 
bourg's flattery, drove Uri to the necessity of 
complying, and left Unterwalden, the weakest 
and most exposed of the three, to shift for it- 
self. This was all Shawenbourg's hollow pro- 
testations towards Schwitz aimed at. 


Nevertheless military preparations continued 
with spirit at Schwitz and Uri. 


The Arau Directory having demanded that 
the suspected leaders of the insurrection, whom 
they described, should be given up, six gene- 
rously surrendered themselves. 


These particulars, which evince the bias of 


the public mind in Switzerland, were necessary 


to set in their true light the manly procedures 
and glorious catastrophe of Unterwalden; most 
vilely misrepresented in the Arau Directory's 
reports, and in General Schawenbourg's dis- 


patches. 


The deputies of this canton, sent to Lucerne 
to complain against the order to take an oath 


23 „ 1 
contrary to their religion and the purport of 
their capitulation, were conducted to Arau; 
where refusing, as in duty bound, to humble 
themselves before their tyrants, they were 
roughly told, the capitulation on which they relied 
was not acknowledged : they were haughtily directed 
to take the oath without delay, and were furthermore 
' warned lo obey more readily in future; they were 0 
commanded to deliver up nine declared chiefs of the | 
revolt; and lastly, after being menaced with all | 
the displeasure of the Arau Directory and F rench 

amy, they were dismissed. 


* 
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Ata meeting of the whole canton, convened 
to hear their report, the general indignation 
was Such as might be expected. The people 
unanimously resolved to perish, sword in hand, 
rather than be enslaved in a manner $0 bru- 
als un . 


From that moment all the men, from two to 
three thousand * in number, young and old, 
took up arms. They chose a capuchin monk, 

Father Paul Stiger by name, for their com- 


_ 


Several letters concur in limiting the nomber to two thousand 
| one hundred and $eventy effective men. 
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| mander ; and this christian hero, who had never 


been in an army before, fully demonstrated, by 
his skilful measures, that man may be born a 
warrior. The passes were well guarded, and 


some intrenchments were thrown up on those 


borders of the lake * which Seemed napat : in dan- 
ger of attack. 


Whilst these thin gs were transacting, an en- 


voy arrived from the Schwitz administrative 


committee, and invited the people to yield to 
the general law; he was sent back again to the 
frontiers with a guard. 


—— — * —— 


———— 


* Lake Wallenstadt. This lake is about sixteen miles in length, 
and two in breadth: it is entirely bounded by exceeding high moun- 
tains, except to the east'and west. It is uncommonly wild and pic- 
turesque, and affords a perpetual variety of beautiful and romantic 
scenes. On the side of Glaris, the mountains, which border upon 
the lake, are chiefly cultivated, enriched with wood, or fine mea- 
dows, and studded with cottages, churches, and small villages, the 
Alps of Glaris rising behind, their tops covered with snow. On 
the other side, for the most part, the rocks are remarkably grotesque, 
craggy, inaccessible, and perpendicular; but here and there a few 
cultivated necks of land are formed at the very edge of the lake, and 
at the bottom of these very rocks; exhibiting a lovely contrast to 
the barrenness above and around them. Numberless waterfalls, oc- 
casioned by the meltings of the snows, fall down the sides of these 
rocks from a very considerable height, and with an almost incon- 
ceivable variety; some of them seeming to glide gently in circular 
directions, others forming vast torrents, and rushing into the lake 
with noise and violence; all of them changing their form and their 
position as people ch or recede from them. The lake is ex- 


| ecedingly clear, r and cold. See Coxe's Leiters, Let. Vw. 
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A letter from General Shawenbourg was 
torn through without being read, and pe- 
nalty of death was decreed against any one who 
should talk of a BUTTender. 


The Council of War Jispatched to the Schwitz 
popular meeting (not the administration) an 
invitation of assistance, in terms too nervously 
concise for adequate exact translation, yet too 
interesting to be omitted. We here lay it be- 
fore our readers word for word: 


* Brethren; loved, faithful, old allies! 


* Ovk forefathers” uxiox established our in- 


| dependency, and secured to us the undisturbed 


possession of our holy religion and her minis- 
ters, of our wives and children, of our property 
and native land. Discord, however, hath con- 
spired to rob us of this independency, so dearly 
purchased by the blood of our ancestors Pe- 
loved, faithful brethren ! your oldest allies are 
in distress; their ministers of religion are like- 
wise persecuted. Against them, against all 
such as are righteously disposed towards God 
and their country, murder and desolation are 
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Sworn : a like fate awaits you also, unless ye vi- 


gorously unite with us, your faithful brethren. 


Fear ye not. Trust firmly in the Lord of 
Hosts, as did our pious forefathers : stand forth 


manfully in defence of God's holy religion and 


of our common country, which man would ſain 
destroy. 


* Surely God will not forsake us; we stand 
up in so just a cause ;—for God's own honour, 
for the salvation of our souls, for the soul's 
Salvation of posterity, who would eternally curse 
us could we basely abandon all. This, beloved 
brethren, we wished to shew you, for your 


welfare conjointly with our own—with.all 8 


sincerity that becomes true Swiss. Brethren, 
BE OUR BRETHREN ! We are most truly yours; 
and, by God's help, we will ever cheerfully 
continue 80.” _ 


« The President and Assembly of the 
Councilef War. 


© Brader ; liebe, getreue, alte Bundsgenossen ! 
© ElnNI6KEIT unserer Vater, stiftete unsere 
Freiheit, und versicherte unsere heilige allein 


1 

zeligmachende Religion, und ihre Diener, Weib 
und Kinder, Eigenthum und Vaterland; Unei-. 
nigkeit aber, oder Trennung, brachte uns be- 
reits um unsere durch das Blut unserer Väter, 
so theuer erkauſte Freiheit! Liebe, getreue 
Brüder! euere älteste Bündners leiden Noth, 
und stehen in Gefahr, um die Diener der Reli. 
gion zu kommen. Man hat diesen, und allen 
denen die es mit Gott und dem Vaterlande 
noch redlich meinen, Mord und Tod geschwo- 
ren, und das gleiche Schicksal ist auch euch 
bereitet, wenn ihr nicht wachtbar und thätig 


mit uns eueren getreuen Brüdern stehen wer- 
det. | 


« Fiirchtet euch nicht. Vertrauet nur fest 
auf Gott, den Herrn der Heerschaaren, wie 
unsere frommen Viter, und stehet mannlich 
für seine heilige Religion, und das gemeinsame 
Vaterland, die man euch zu Grunde richten 
Will. 


Gewiss, Gott wird uns nicht verlassen. Wir 
stehen für die gerechte Sache, fur seine Ehre, 
für das Heil unserer Seele, und für das Seelen- 
heil unserer Nachkömmlinge, die uns ewig flu- 
chen würden, wen wir alles so lüderlich ver- 
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lassen sollten. Dieses, liebe Brüder, haben 
wir euch, um euer Heil, und um unser Heil 


willen, in aller Aufrichtigkeit, die wahren 
Schweizern eigen ist, anzeigen wollen. Brü— 


der! seid unsere Brüder. Wir sind es auch, 
und wollen es immer, mit Gottes sichern Beis- 
tand fröhlich seyn.“ 
« Der Prasident und Versamm- 

Tung des poet. 


Imagination, Jepracied by viewingalon gfung, 
real train of events, almost all derogatory from 
the renown of our forefathers, here rallies and 
assumes new lite, as it contemplates the gallant 
personal sacrifice of these martyrs to gen uine 
LIBERTY : liberty, whose proud characteristic is 
this, that, being duly suited to localities, and 
ever subordinate to sound restrictions, ensur- 
ing equally the public good * and the welfare of 
individuals, it will struggle to the very last 
gasp before it bows to foreign dominion ;— 
such liberty alike becomes the subject of a good 


king, and an inhabitant of the Alps. 
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rue liberty, says Colonel Weiss, « is the power of doing every 
thing that is not incompatible With the Jublic good. eus 890 
zuprema lex esto. 


C297 
If we lament that herein the Schwitz rulers 
were dupes to Schawenbourg's villainy, con- 
ceiving they might thus preserve a people en- 
trusted to their charge from the breach of a 


capitulation that alone kept them free amidst | 


an enslaved nation, and that therefore they 
checked the warlike enthusiism of their own 


soldiery, and palsied that of Uri, notwithstand- | 
ing their firm conviction both would speedily 


be disarmed after the overthrow of their illus. 


trious Unterwalden allies; an overthrow most 
obvious, from the vast disproportion in point 


of numbers between them and their foul ag- 
gressors- Still it is with the liveliest ebulli- 
tion of heart-felt sympathy we behold these 
brave deserted champions preparing to meet 
their fate on the wreck of their country's inde- 


pendence, and replying with the resignation of 
conscious virtue, and the calm. intrepidity of 


collected valour, to all who earnestly said to 
them, Why, friends! what support do ye now 
expect? Ye can never succeed in defending 
ourselves by your own unassisted exertions !” 
We look up to the God that protected 


our forefathers; we call upon his name from 


day to day. Our cause is the cause of justice. 
Ang Will God forsake us 5 hough we perish, 
; E2 
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we shall be ensamples to those who come after: 
they will on; they will bless our remem- 
brance.” Men of Switzerland ! what a les. 
son was here + 


On the morning of + Septonber the 34, t three 
transports, laden with French troops, were seen 
coming from the side of Hergyswil. They 


were repulsed with loss, by the fire of a Ry 
erected at Kersitten, 
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— live with fame 

Falls to the lot of many; but to die 
With equal lustre, is a blessing Heaven 
Selects from all the choicest boons of Fate, 
And with a sparing hand on few bestows. 


6 Volumus DECUS e, morti.“ „„ 
5 2 AEITb 


+ — —[In vain 
7 His blackest fronms and terrors Death assumes, 
To shake the firmness of the mind, which knows 
That, wanting virtue, life is pain and woe; 
That, wanting LIBERTY, ev'n Virtue mourns, 
| And * around for happiness in vain. 


GLOVER, Leonidas. | 

t A day © marked in the French calendars with red! It was a 
day that, in 1792, added one more expressive verb * to the gipꝙ- 
jargon of the modern French vocabulary. Such of the Swiss troops 


as had been mercilessly reprieved at the massacre of the roth of Au- 


gust, were then wantonly butchered in prisons, to which a refine- 
ment in cruelty had conveyed them !! t- 


5 Seþtembricer, 
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T he Tech renewed their attempt on the 
4th and 5th; first with five, and afterwards 
with seven transports. During these attacks, 
two of their vessels, crowded with men, were 
sunk. * On the 7th, another assault took place, 
towards the lake, but to as little . as the 
former. 


Hitherto the carabiniers stationed at Altnach 
and Kernwald killed a great many French, who 
tried to eee the * 


On the ﬆh, it seems, the French were re-en- 
forced; a column, marching to St. Gall, receiv- 
ed orders to fall back instantly towards Zurich. 


On that day the people of Schwitz, fired by 
the gallant bearing of their allies, purpose 
. marching to their relief. The constituted au- 
thorities oppose the measure. Nevertheless 
two hundred + volunteers rush forth, and, car- 
rying off the great standard of the canton, force 
the strong guard posted at Brunnen to inter- 
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| - * Other accounts say, two light brigs ran aground during the 
heat of the engagement; but the soldiers escaped.” 
+ We have heard, near fo our ns thus daringly joined the pa- 
triots. 
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cept all ammunition between Schwitz and 


Unterwalden. 


On the 9th, at five o'clock in the morning, 
the French, to the number of sixteen thousand 


men, * began their attack in six directions, both 


by land and water. They had three flotillas, 
altogether amounting to thirty, or three-and- 
thirty transports and boats, seven or eight of 
which were sunk by the artillery on the bank. 
side. 


Such troops as made their appearance on the 


side of Hergyswil, suffered considerably from 


the shot of our carabiniers, and were wholly un- 
able to effect an entrance, till à column from 


Berne, coming over mount Brunigg , forced the de. 


tachments who kept this pass, and 80 threaded 
. the Kernwald defile, after sustainin g a most de- 
structive fire from the Switzers posted there, 

who were principally rifle-men, and who, at the 


* Other accounts state, that, without exaggeration, they might 
be reckoned at eighteen thousand men. Perhaps the different 
statements are both correct: the French forces alone amounted to 
sixteen thousand; but we know they were accompanied by many of 
the inhabitants of the Cs cantons, Great numbers of the 


| rabble came from Berne, 


389 
very first volley, brought down the chief Frenel 
_ officers. About two o'clock in the afternoon, 


this column turned the piquets who defended 
the lake. - 


The action then became general, and the 
carnage dreadful. The Unterwalders,—reduc- 
ed to twelve hundred fighting men by the death 
or probable defection * of their brethren in 
arms, who disappeared when the Brunigg post 
was carried, —perceiving themselves quite sur- 
rounded, beat a retreat! Oh! it was the re- 
treat of reluctant heroism exasperated to mad- 
ness !—They fought, while they retired. 


The Schwitz volunteers, who were also closely 
hemmed round, cut through. the thickest of the 
enemy, and performed prodigies of valour, 
more especially in their retreat through Thal- 


 wyl, Bürenbrüch, and Buechs, where they 


Slew whole files of French. Atlength they re- 
gained their own frontiers, where they still had 
to force a passage; having lost but seven of 


8 
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* Strong suspicions were entertained at the time, and those have 
now been lamentably confirmed, that the Brunigg post was betrayed 
into the hands of the French. Ee <= 


I 
their little band since the morning; four of 
these des perately threw away their Sa 
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The 1 dation the ground 
Kut inch, withdrew to their fastnesses in 
the mountains, leaving seventy or eighty of 
their "Oy: dead on the several fields of 

; battle. t thi oo nor 5 
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ng hundred heroines, preferring death, to 
, etched up such rude weapons as 
first came to hand, tand were every one put 
to the Word. 


As soon as the French had landed, they set 
fire to Stantztaadt, to Buechs, to Beckenried, | 
to Stantz; i in short, to every house they met 
with. The cruelties committed 3 in these Places 


— — 


| _* See Note vi. | | tis i 
| | | I Fallen nobly with a fallen state! · All the art of Gr eece, and all 
| | the pride and power of eastern monarchs, never heaped upon their 


ashes so grand a monument. * RGB. 


Maprdyun d Gperng Y Nr, 2 d 
ucde, GAN G0 H, Ahe Hen, 
Tata 9: WaTpic f XOAT0bg TWY WAITE xc ru | 
Tatar ins} Nm is Ale 198 xgioice 


7 RO. 


WJ 

are far more easily imagined than described. 
At Stantz, a hundred forlorn old men, women, 
and children, imploring the divine favour at 
church, were all murdered; nay, the ruffians 
tore babes from the yet palpitating breasts of 
their slaughtered mothers, and hurled them, in 
sport, alive into the flames. Our very soul shud- 
ders with horror as we attempt to sketch the 
picture !—Eye-witnesses declare nothing could 
be seen around but conflagration, and massa- 
_ cre, and pillage; no sound was to be heard but 
shrieks of gasping agony and groans of death! 
Ah! what have not the monsters who in- 
stigated such crimes to expect from God's 
: avenging retribution * 


Twilight alone checked the blood. guiltiness 
ok these barbarians, and awhile suspended the 
ravages of this baleful victory; a victory, be it 
| known, that cost six thousand French butchers 
their lives. 
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$f hersons of. Moloch marched on by. the glare 
of blazing cottages,*, s lately the Woes 
of/felicity; where a plain laborious. people live 

unknown to the rest of mankind; where, in: 


habitants of every rank, peasants and agi 


trates, poor and rich, forgot the toils of a, hard 
but quiet life, in the bosoms of their peacef ul fa - 

milies; and where a boisterous, ungenial, cli- 
mate, and wild tracts of land, with an, utter se: 
clusion from the busy world, gave every. pro: 


mise of preserving them from. commotions 
Which the conflict of jar ring passions begets, | in 


mightier states. 
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| On the 10th, the Fr ench having riaked, an as. 
Sault against the Unterwalders, who fled to the 
mountains, the latter, separating in, platoons, 
drove them back again to the valley, where thou- 
sands of dead bodies impeded farther pursyit. 
Could they only have kept together in larger 


bands, perhaps they might even yet have deli- 
a their country Many of these brave men 
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Pres 4. ravages df fire must zpread with Aillellebinz rapidity in 
Switzerland ; © the houses, as Mr. Coxe assures us, (Letter XV.) 
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fell. Lear a heap of corses were heard the 
calm, faint accents of a Swiss at the point of 
death, bredthin g forth his thanks to the Al. 
mighty for permitting him to die in his coun- 
try's service; whilst from different parts around 
rose the hideous yells of mutilated Frenchmen, 
Wrihing in the bitterest agonies, and impre- 
cating vengeance on the despots whose insati- 
able rapacity alike devotes them and their: tools 

to the eternal execration of mankind!l Were 
| mW a striking contrast the sole result of our 
resistance, this disastrous day might well be 
considered a day of sacred triumph. The Hth 
was absorbed in silence, consternation, de - 
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On the 12th the Frendl ale PORE spe- 
ciously juſtifying this breach' of faith by the us. 
sade the two hundred volunteers afford ed 
their. brethren. of Unterwalden. The inhaVi! 
tants Were ordered to deliver! up their arms in- 
stantly; and, though Uri had'ever maintained 
the strictest neutrality, it received the same in- 
junction. The mandate was obeyed. 


Such is the faithful summary of perhaps the 
most dishonourable undertaking that even the 
F 2 
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French republican forces can be taxed with.; 
for they were here the barbarous, servile instnu- 
ments of a subaltern monster's malice, vt. of 
the pretended Helvetic Directory; men who, 
covered with the blood of their fellow- citizens, 
will figure on the theatre of revolution as the 
authors and accomplices of most atrocious 
crimes! Inhuman, recreant caitifts 1, by what 
unhallowed authority durst ye lay your fangs 
on the liberty our ancestors established so long 
ago? What earthly power could palliate the vio- 
lation of aur great renown ?—And this was 
done, by whom? Oh! unheard- of ignominy 
By you! - by you, who were farrowed in the low- 
est sinks and sewers of obscurity; you, who 
have swilled the eleemosynary garbage of a fo- 
reign government, and now batten in spoils:the 
wages of apostacy; by you, in fine, who are thus 
contemptuously driven forth, to wallow in such 
crude dregs of confiscation as the pampered 
gluttony of France rejects with loathing,. In 
vain, by lying reports, would ye shun the con- 
tempt of an united world; in vain would ye 
slink from the chastisement that awaits you. 
Thesbade of William Tell, —of that Tell whose 
manes ye insult by the feigned commemoration 
of his virtues, the manly shade of Tell, through 
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us, calls down the hottest anger of Heaven 


on your heads, for the enormity» ye have 
dared to perpetrate, in whetting your tusks 
against an UNION planted and fostered by his 
care. — Alas! its flourishing branches are 
broken off, its sap is dry, its roots are withered 

away; thanks to your dark machinations; and 

to the violence of an unprincipled soldiery once 
emulous of glory, but now brutified by your 
vile artifices.— Their remorse be their pu- 

nishment! But ſor you, whose consciences are 


Seared against the visitings of Nature; yon, 


 who/glory in your shame, and vaunt the pre. 
tection of five tyrants, to Whose footstool ye 
have not scrupled to bow down; hope ye our 


imprecations will indeed prove ineffectual? No, 


no; lay not that unction to your souls! Phe 
day is fast approaching Mherein ye will west 


assuredly be called to account for polluting 


your native soil with massacre and rapineg for 
embittering the repose of families, for scatter. 
ing throughout a smiling land mourning, and 
anguisb, and misery, and despair. At that 
dread hour the old man shall reclaim his sons, 
murdered by your means; the mother shall de- 


mand, her darling babes; children shall require 
the ashes of their honoured parents; and the 
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gallant apirits whom ye now consider levelled 
with the dust, and fallen, to rise no more; shall 
then re. appear, to confront, to accuse, and to 
appal. In a word, the general face of ruin, the 
sad relics of private dwellings and public edi. 
fices, the shattered fragments of our rifled 
temples, the injured monuments of the'depart: 
ed, the scattered and un buried bones of our 
slaughtered heroes; these shall severally and 
conjointly inform the rising generation, and 


add their execrations to our own. Your names, 


branded with indelible infamy, shall perpetuate 
disgrace through all your kin; and the very off. 


spring of your loins shall curse you for a hated 


existence. The dreary scite of your demo. 


lisked palaces will no more arrest the travel. 


leres gaze, but as a spot consecrated to horror; A 
and over it this gloomy inscription will be read 
Lrttre'sr00D THE DEN OF A TRAITOR; Whilst im- 
partial posterity, on comparing facts with their 
deseriptions, will record this most melancholy 
tytith, that, in return for giving you birth, ? 
your evtintry ſell a victim to dishonour. | 


Helvetic Ditzcrors ! Helvetic traitors! ty- 


gers i wh human gore! reflect; reffect, 
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[ $8,209 tremble, If these warriors have pe- 
üs eser elbe r Affe 651720} lin. {1 41 
0) bus 309 Sin- 1 
5005 And * ou. 0 ye Sieg disheartened by cala- 
mitics which, Ur ood over our much- loved coun- 
try, give vent to your generous tears. Yes, 
| weep for the loss she has sustained; weep, for 
her duteous martyrs. But far, very far from 
you he the sullen indifference of  despair | 
Though treason have torn; from us invaluable 
comforts, there is yet one solid blessing left that 
defies. its power; tis under the safeguard of our 
own, breasts: there, in the inmost recesses of 
our souls, we find that consolatory sentiment 
Which looks to a God, the sure avenger of ini- 
quity; a God, the never: ſailing avenger of vir- 
tue; a God who chastises but to correct; and 
Who, pardons all. those who have not too wil - 
fully offended. Consider the rapid rotatlon of 
human events, and believe, that though an all- 
directing Pr ovidence have permitted our pre- 
sent sacrifices, have decreed the just to fall, and 
the unrighteous to triumph—O!! , believe the 
time will surely come, when guilt shall expiate 
its deeds; the time will come, when the, blood 
of our valiant Unterwalden brothers re;animat- 
ing those who, like them, had suffered in 80 
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just a cause, shall draw down the deliverance 
of our invaded country. Possibly she may have 
been ordained to groan, for a season, under the 
rod of oppression, in order to revive more pure, 
more worthy of her illustrious founders :—but, 

above all, more firmly united. Ah! had she 
proved true to herself, our tears would not now 
bedew the memory of Unterwalden !!! 
We alone yes! we alone attacking with one 
common accord the tremendous hydra that 

| parted, the better to devour; we alone should have 
rolled it gasping in the dust, and rid r 1 
that gave it birth, * of 
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* Let not this honest boast be mistaken for bombast. We all 
know that, in 1388, three hundred and fifty troops of Glaris, as- 
sisted by thirty only of Schwitz, vanquished fifteen thousand Au- 
atrians near the village of Næfels. In 1315, Leopold, Duke of Fur 
$tria, at the head of twenty thousand men, endeavouring to 
his way into the canton of Schwitz at the streights of eee 
received a total defeat from thirteen hundred Swiss. In 1444, be- 
tween two and three thousand Swiss, near Basle, twice routed the 
army of the Dauphin of France, afterwards Louis XI. amounting 
to thirty thousand men. Lastly, in 1476, Charles the Bold, Duke 
of Burgundy, with a noble army of sixty thousand troops, was beaten 
by the confederate Swiss troops at Grandson and Morat. A square 
building was erected at Morat, and filled with the bones 4 the van 
* with this inscription over it: | 


Deo Opt. Max. 

Caroli Inclyti et Fortissimi 
Burgundiz Ducis Exercitus 
Muratum obsidens ab Helvetiis | 
Cz5us hoc sui Monumentum us Hquit 
Ann. 1476, : 
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Contemplate twelve hundred * patriots of 
Unterwalden, with their two hundred Schwitz 
associates: contem plate t hem for five successive 
days resisting sixteen thousand self-styled con- 
querors of the globe, and, even as victory was 
dropping from their grasp, laying six thousand 
dead before them, ere they retreated to the 
shelter of rocks, where they now pant indig- 
nantly for relief. f 


Men of Switzerland, worthy survivors of 
the great departed, 'tis to those very 
rocks and fastnesses all our thoughts should 
turn; tis thither we should convey the OATH 
our hearts have vowed to the Creator: that *we 
will eagerly seize the first propitious instant to 
fall upon our tyrants, to break our national 
fetters on their heads, and, if necessary, to shed 
the last drop of our blood whenever an oppor- 
tunity shall present itself of ensering her 
| conservation. e 

eb & id rr 
51,05 W## N 


* „ They \ were reduced to this number when the Brunigg post was 
b<trayed. 

+ But they had not long to deplore their defeat. One little year 
is 3carcely past, and lo! Austrians, Russiang, Englishmen, and 
Swiss are now chacing the pests of humanity, from off every soil on 
which they dared to exhibit, their infernal atgocitigs. 
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NOTES. 


NOTE I. 


"Fre Gallic Swiss Directory sent the following signif- 
Cant letter to che Prefects: | 


6 88 

It appears that hostilities between the French and the 
Austrians are approaching. The safety of Helvetia, 
therefore, requires that each Canton hold in readiness a 
certain number of chosen troops, who may be assembled 
and marched immediately to any point at which they may 
be wanted for the defence of the frontiers. You are then 
required to organize such a body of troops within your ju- 
risdiction, and to put them on duty, by making them mount 
guard. In performing this service you will, however, be 
expected to conduct yourselves, as muck as possible, accord- 
ing to the ancient usages of your Canton: you will also 
send us, as soon as possible, a list of the officers whom you 
think deserving your confidence, and worthy of commanding 
those troops. These officers shall choose their subalterns; 
but you will carefully avoid giving to this measure the appear- 
ance of approaching danger, since it is only dictated by pru- 
dence and precaution. 


As à part of your Canton is still disarmed, you will inti- 
mate to the Directory the number of arms you want for 


\ 


1 $3 
these troops, that diey may be delivered to you from the 
arsenals. | | : 
«La HARPE, * President. 
* MoussoNs, Sec. Gen. 


NOTE. II. 


After the execrable butchery at Schwitz, the Helvetic Di- 
rectory levied a contribution throughout the district to re- 
ward the assassins. But, as tygers, .gorged with blood, 
have occasionally slighted carrion purposely thrown in their 
track; so these satiated sons of slaughter slighted the 
peace- offering of victims gasping beneath their fangs. 
Nay, the hypocritical leader even interpreted their indiffe- 


"renee it into compassion. These are his words : 
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| © Head-quarters at St. Ul, 3d Supplementary Day, 605 year. 
6 Duns NDirnaors, +... „e litt ned 


bY 1 have received your letter of the 1 ry Septeniben con- 
taining the offer you have made to the army of the produce 
of the contribution, imposed upon the district of Schwitz. 


This genercus manner cf testifying your gratitude” to the 
army deserves all theirs; and I entreat yoo, Citizens Di- 
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83 «La tage pe de Rolle, . y la and afterwards tutor to 
the Grand Duke of Russia. His subsequent intrigues in France 
procured him the present post; 


By merit rais'd 7. 
© To that bad eminence,” M1LTON. 


See a letter from a clergyman 1 in Switzerland. Gentleman 3 Ma- 
gazine for April, 1 798, p- 230, 
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rectors, to accept the expression of it, as well as to increase 
it by approving the motives which prevent them from re- 
ceiving your present. 


In subjecting the rebels, who had conceived the sense- 
less project of overthrowing the Helvetic republic, in 
stifling at its birth a conspiracy, which might have included all 
Spoitzgriands. the French army has fulfilled one of the most 
important conditions of the treaty, which has , united the 
_ two republics. Satisfied with having done their duty, and 
with having performed the promise of their government, 
they find their most welcome reward in the testimonies of 
6 atitude afforded them by the Hate nation. 


ml The contig for the mor of which I have given 
instructions to Adjutant. General Lauer, was destined solely 
to the relief of the unhappy instruments of te fanaticism of 
zedition; my strongest wish, as well as that of the army, 
is, * the sums collected may be no otherwise I 


5 = Clmann mg 17 1 0 e to abr 1 
missioner, for the purpose of receiving and distributing these 


succours, or of taking any other measure which you may 
judge convenient. c 


— — — — 


UNealth and respect, 
(Signed) © SCHAWENBOURG:' 
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Ut NOTE III. 


— 
— — 


On the 26th July, a partizan wrote from Arau: Ru- 

5 mours of a German war prevail here, and excite much 
more uneasiness than satisfaction. Such an event would 
place us in a very awkward predicament; for our treaty of 
alliance with France is said to be concluded, and one of its 


articles obliges us ta consider her enemies as our “n, Wc. 
ö—ü—ä— 
NOTE IV. 


The very great importance of these two * 10 is eridkht. | 
8 Weiss, formerly member of the sovereign council 
of Berne, and, since the invasion of Switzerland, so well 
known for the gallantry of his patriotic'exertions, and the 
horrid circumstances of his death, published a pamphlet at 
Paris on the 26th February, 1793, intitled « Coup-0'wil 
zur les Relations Politiques entre la Republique Francaise et 
le Corps Helvetique, in which that sagacious politician de- 
precates the attack upon his country in language the most 
canvincing and energetic. Among a multiplicity of im por- 

tant remarks, he states that a check upon their establiched 
trade would ruin the Swiss vintners in three years ! Our 
readers Will easily imagine the warmth with which the 
French will press for the privilege of importing corn, when 
they are told, from the same accurate source of informa- 
tion, chat cr Swiss import nearly two-fifths of their corn 
ſtom abroad. The Colonel's work 1 18 , we FO, ex- 
Penny scarce. 
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NOTE V. 


We shall make no apology for laying beste our readers 
the following beautiful statement of Swiss independence in 


the year 1793. Our extracts are from a translation of the 
F Coup-d il, 5 publisſied i in 1794. by Debrett. N 17" * 


The people, at large, are firmly attached to Govern- 
ment, and very sensible of the blessings they enjoy. Indeed, 
how should they be otherwise? Are they not capable of 


comparing their own condition with that of all their neigt 
bours? 


8 7 here are fewer taxes paid? Where is property held 
more sacred? ? Where are men subject to more prudent and 
temperate | laws? Where exists greater equality of fortunes; | 
or less excess, either of wealth or penury, or more ample 
public precautions against the latter? Our hospitals are 
like palaces, and the dwellings of our magistrates are s 
many little plain citizensꝰ houses. Is not our country more 
fertile and populous than its local circumstances ene 
n seem to permit? ? (60971 3081 


C 1 8 any 1nd in Exions, ah ad not- 
withstanding the ingratitude of the soil, has been more:ad- 
| vantageously improved? Can any other government be 
pointed out, which has managed the main springs of fmanct 
in a more moderate and æconomical manner? All great 
empires ruin both themselves and their subjects; but rwe 


6 
po 44 
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are the creditors of England, Germany, France, and other 
powers: our treasuries are well filled; we ewe nobody any 
thing ; our people are comfortably provided for; and we 
enjoy the conveniencies of life, when we might riot in its 
superfluities if we chose: for who could hinder us from 
sharing amongst ourselves the money which we have 
amassed for public exigencics ! ? 


„Has any state, for a longer space of time, prudently | 
avoided war, that most dreadful scourge of nations? Three 
centuries have elapsed Since we were engaged in foreign wars : 
whilst all around us was tumult and contention, we lived 
in peace. In our land there exists a preponderancy of good, 
that merits every respect, and perhaps there is no tribunal 
in the world possessed of greater pr obity and purer desigus 
than the Sovereign Council of Berne. 


« When we find an ever- increasing progperity to be the 


result of AN ADMINISTRATION THAT HAS LASTED 


SIX HUNDRED VEARS, we need no other inducement to 
decide, with confidence, that the government is good, and 


chat the constitution is not bad. Experience is a more 


certain criterion than reasoning; and facts are Stronger 
evidences than abstract speculations. States are not made 
to serve as models of a constitution, but constitutions are made 


for the service of states: what agrees with one nation may 


not agree with another; but that form is indisputably the 
best-which renders the people most happy 


Ca) 


Old etablishments, says Mr. Burke, are tried by their 


effects, If the people are happy, united, wealthy, aud Feng 
ful, we precume the rest. 


„ 


| A e strain * in which Colonel Weiss antici- 
pated the disasters which French usurpation would heap 
upon Switzerland, is extremely moving. His dear country- 
men, he says, know, that although they may be treated like 
friends by the French soldiery at first, they will soon be 
regarded merely as vanquished enemies; whilst their tran- 
quillity would be converted into tumult, their safety into 
danger, their specie into paper, and their whole fortune 
would be subjected to vicissitudes : they would immediately 
Share in the immense national debt, the taxes, and the con- 
tributions necessary for that war, of which their native land 
would be the tlieatre; and they would equally be sufferers 
in victory and in defeat, not to mention the danger of being 
taken, and the consequences of peace, when each, as is 
customary, shall re-enter his own territory. They know 
also, that the total ruin of their country would depend upon a 
single alteration of their police at home. He then apostro- 
pPhizes them thus: Land of my birth! should I then have 
ms misfortune, alas! of Viewing your destruction !—No! 
most amiable people, no ! you, who are 50 worthy of hap- 
piness, you whose representative I shall always consider oy 
myself, you whom 1 it shall be the study of my whole lite 1 


Milton. 
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to serve, you for whom I would so willingly sacrifice my 
individual privileges, if the sacrifice might in anywise con- 
tribute to your well-being. —O | believe a sincere friend, 
whose conduct justly entitles him to some portion of your 
esteem, when he. assures you that your dearest interests 
require repose, peace, and harmony. Secure yourselves 
against seduction and precipitancy, hurry on nen WAIT, 
nn REFLECT. 


„„ 
The London Gazette thus humanely natices the horrid 
event: 5 . | 


. 
. £ -Þ 1 
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* Downin "Street, gth October. 
6 By letters from 8 of the 18th September it 
appears, that on the 8th and gth of that month the troops 
of the canton of Unterwalden were, after a most obstinate 
resistance, totally defeated by the French army. The 
most horrid carnage ensued. Stantz, the principal town 
of the canton, has been reduced to ashes, and old men, 
women; and children, put to the sword without mercy. 
The French had io contend with 1600 of the inhabitants 
of Unterwalden, who were joined by a few hundred volun- 
teers from the neighbouring cantons. A small body of 
peasants from Schwitz performed prodigies of valour, and 
was the means of saving the colours of the canton. The 
wretched remains of this man army have taken re- 
ſuge i in the: mountains. | «31 


C 5370 
We beg pardon of our Christian readers for inserting 


Schawenbourg's hy pocritical dispatch, but j . to the dead 
nnn its debt. 


8 Fenn 3 gib September, 6 5. 15 n. r. M1. 

1 TW will learn with pleasure, Citizens Directors, that 
victory has remained faithful to the republicans. We have 
occupied the district of Stantz, AFTER A BATTLE WHICH 
| HAS LASTED FROM FIVE O'CLOCK THIS MORNING 
UNTIL NOW, All that afflifts me is, that this day has cost 
much blood, but we had to do with REBELS, . it was 
uecestsary to reduce. 


Health and counderation. | 
(Signed) | ScuawEnBouRe,” 


Unfortunate HELVETIA! Magnanimously didst thou 
stem the deluge of barbarity: long, very long, didst thou 
resjst the machinations of thy foes. Happy for ages in a 
well · constituted government, thy tempered liberty was ascer- 
tained and acknowledged; whilst licentiousness was the 
object of thy just abhorrence. War hath now desolated 
thy plains and borders. Thy sons have fought, have fallen. 
| Nay, thy very daughters, proudly forgetful of their sex s 
timidity, have braved every peril in defence of their honour, 
and haye met death with a smile, by the sides of their fathers, 
their husbands, and their children. But, alas! what could 
a small militia, however vigilant, avail against an army? 
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What could a mild and peaceful populace effect against 


hordes of cut-throats, deaf alike to the blandishiments and 
to the shrieks of humanity, callous to remorse, and inured 
to carnage ? Or what the unsuspectiag simplicity of in- 
nocence against perfidy, deep drenched in crime? That 
land, so lately the halcyon abode of contentment, hath 
been profuscly inundated with the blood of its best inhabi- 
tants. Ye shades of the departed! Heroes! Patriarchs ! 
Christians! accept our heart-felt admiration : accept the 
tears which flow at the recital of your fate. Ye died with 
honour, in the sacred cause of justice. A heavenly recom- 


pence awaits you; whilst on earth ye are tenderly remem- 


bered by the good as martyrs of genuine LIBER Tv. 


THE END. 
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